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Attending the Dallas Symphony Performance 
Introduction 
I have always jumped at the opportunity of attending concerts and when I heard news of GARRICK OHLSSON AND BARBER'S PIANO CONCERTO I was elated and new for sure, it was an event I would attend. The venue of the concert was Meyerson Symphony Center in Dallas and the event took place on the 6th of March, 2020. The performance was nonetheless graced by several people. The conductor was Gemma New while Garrick Ohlsson played the piano while John Adams led the Symphonic dances. I have to admit that the venue was very beautiful and right from the entrance, the parking lot and even the inside. The audience’s seats were neatly arranged while the performers’ seats were arranged right at the podium. The lighting and the coloring of the walls also matched as the acoustic walls made sure no sound got out of it so that the experiences of the performance could be felt by those who were inside. The performers also were dressed in official clothing, black suits and while shirts popping making them look magnificent. 
Objective Description of the Music 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The performances in the Meyerson Symphony Hall started and ended with dance by John Adams. The dances were complemented by Samuel Barber’s piano plays Concerto. The number of violins in the performance wowed me as were other stringed instruments. The piano as played by Garrick Ohlsson was also exquisites while also Barber played a big part in ensuring that there was synchrony in among the instruments. One thing that I must comment on vividly is Barber’s lush violin and how instrumental it was in the entire performance. The middle movements heightened the importance of the violin in the performance. The reception from the audience was thunderous underlining why the violin is one of the most loved instruments in concertos. 
I cannot veer away from speaking about Ohlsson’s performance on that piano. His jagged opening declamations as well as the immense force and dazzling speed with which he played the piano was amazing. Even through the show was very impressive, there were disconnects in terms of coordination as most of the played instruments at one time or another were out of pace for another. The lack of coherence in the performance of Rachmaninoff made the performance flailing which then would expose virtual dancing the middle-movement waltz. One other aspect I will have to touch on is the work done by Gemma New as she conducted the instrumentalists through the performance. I would say her performance was a little bit lethargic and that in a way she most of those she was conducting were left behind. 
Subjective reactions 
Honestly, I must say that I was quite dissatisfied with the performance since I think it did not meet the hype with which it was advertised. However, I have to start with the fact that the piano play by Ohlsson was fantastic and that violin by Barber at least gave me some of the reasons why I would like to attend the group’s performance again. In my opinion, the tempo shifts tended to be overdone and given that there was a clear lack of uniformity in the dances it meant that the performances were not well rehearsed. For instance, there were slower passages in the second and third movements in the performance expressed discrete episodes that anyone can be aware of. The athletic gymnastics of Gemma New (the conductor) were not of benefit to the music itself which made it look like she was conducting for a different kind of group performers altogether. 
One of the impressive shows that I can record was from the orchestra who I think were in tandem with the beats from Ohlsson’s piano. The lovely horn and the oboe solos were what made the experience of Ohlsson to be vented out. I had hoped that the performance will maintain such standards but all in all, there is room for improvements as there is a glimmer of hope in the saxophone solos that were played by Tim Roberts who in my opinion is immensely talented. 
Conclusion
My general experience about the event was dissatisfying since it did not match the expectations of events of such magnitude. However, I have hopes that the subsequent events will be successful and that they will meet the expectations of not only me but those who were disgruntled with the performance. 

